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BIOGEAPHICAL SKETCH OF DR. JOHN GOTTLIEB 
MORRIS, SURGEON OP ARMAND'S FIRST PARTI- 
SAN LEGION. 

CONTRIBUTED BY HIS SON, REV. JOHN G. MORRIS, D.D. 

John Gottlieb Morris was born in the village of Redekin, 
near Magdeburg, Prussia, in March of 1754. He was bap- 
tized and confirmed in the Lutheran Church, and educated 
in the schools of his native province. Subsequently he 
studied " medicine and surgery," and was granted a diploma 
to practice. " After finishing my professional studies," he 
writes in his journal, "I came to this country late in 1776, 
and served the United States as an army surgeon, with gen- 
eral approbation." In 1777, after an examination by the 
State Board of Physicians, Dr. Morris was granted a cer- 
tificate to serve as " surgeon in the Continental army," 
which was signed by Drs. William Shippen, "William Brown, 
and other members of the board. 

Congress, on the 10th of May, 1777, commissioned Ar- 
mand, Marquis de la Rouerie, colonel, and authorized him 
to raise an independent corps, which became known as the 
First Partisan Legion, of which Dr. Morris was appointed 
surgeon's mate. He served with the legion while it was 
attached to the Northern department of the army, and also 
when it was sent to the South ; and after the battle of Camden, 
in which he lost all his private papers, was promoted surgeon. 
After the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, the legion 
remained in Virginia for some months, when it was ordered 
to York, Pennsylvania, where it was mustered out of service. 

The following letter was written by General Armand to 

Dr. Morris : 

" Yorktown, Pennsylvania this 25 01 Nov. 1783. 
" Sir, 

" At the instant the legion is disbanded it becomes my 

duty to give you my thanks for the attention, care, intelli- 
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gence and propriety with which you conducted yourself in 
both capacity of second and first surgeon to the Partizan 
Legion under my command. I cannot be silent on the 
bravery which you evidenced on all occasions when you 
accompanied the legion to the enemy. I shall add that 
your conduct in general has merited & obtained the esteem 
and attachment of all the officers. I am happy in this 
opportunity to express myself these sentiments for you. 
" I have the honour to be D r Sir, 

" Your most obe dt h M « Svt. 

" Armand Mqs. de la Rouerie 
" Mr Morris post surgeon to the 

" first partizant Legion." 

To this letter Dr. Morris sent the following reply : 

" Yorktown, Penna. Nov. the 25th 1783. 
"Dear General, 

" Language is wanting to express the Sentiments due to 
you, but excuse a heart full of Gratitude. I give you my 
humble thanks for your last expressions that you have been 
pleased with my Conduct in the time I have had the honor 
to serve in the first Partizan Legion under your command. 
I thank you likewise for your kindness you always shewed 
to me — and for the particular enquiries, your concern in the 
condition of the sick officers and soldiers which suffered 
either by wounds or sickness in the cause of their country, 
your solicitude to procure them every possible assistance 
and relief — cannot fail to excite the highest admiration of 
your goodness in my breast and the warmest gratitude in 
the heart of every officer and soldier. 

" The knowledge of these circumstances is most agreeable 
to my feelings, it being the greatest ambition of my heart to 
receive your farewell expression that I have done my duty 
to your approbation and I assure you of my earnest wishes 
for your welfare and that you may enjoy complete happiness 
in every quarter of the world in which your lot may be cast. 
May Heaven prosper you and grant you all these blessings 
— these are the ardent wishes of 



202 Biographical Sketch of Dr. John Gottlieb Morris. 

"Dear General your most faithful and most obedient 
humble servant 

" John Morris, M.D. 
" General Armand, 

" Marq. de la Rouerie." 

From some mutilated fragments of Dr. Morris's journal 
of the march of the legion from Virginia to Pennsylvania 
we select the following : 

March 8. — Reached Staunton, and quartered at Squire 
F- s. 

July 21. — We had a grand ball. 

July 28. — Eaffanear [cornet of the Sixth Troop] was 
tried and broke. I presided at the Court Martial. 

August 3. — Raffanear was restored. 

August 13. — Seven men deserted— only three were recap- 
tured. 

August 25. — The three men had to run the gauntlet. 

September 2. — Baron de TJechtritz [captain of the Sixth 
Troop] and Cornet Head [Richard Head, of the Second 
Troop] fought a duel and the Baron was wounded. 

September 13. — The soldiers cause great disturbances 
among the people of Staunton. 

October 9. — "We arrived at Winchester ; the inhabitants do 
not like us. Capt. Bedkin [Henry Bedkin, Second Troop] 
had a fight with some of them at the tavern. 

October 28. — We gave a ball at the Burke House to the 
inhabitants, to induce them to give us winter quarters; they 
refused and disturbances ensued. 

November 19. — I became acquainted with General Morgan. 

December 11. — General Morgan and Muhlenberg visit us. 
We had a sham fight and a ball. 

December lb. — Col. Armand and Major [George] Shafther 
play and the Colonel lost heavily. 

December 16. — I was sent with my Baddle-bags full of money 
to Gen. Morgan, who is at at Col Nevill's, his son-in-law. 

December 18. — Col Armand was challenged by Mr Sniker, 
a Virginia gentleman. 
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December 19. — Col. Armand refuses to fight and abuses 
Mr. Sniker. 

December 22. — We arrived at Fredericktown. Col. Ar- 
mand fights a duel with Mr. Sniker — his pistol went off 
only once. "We have a ball at the tavern, my partner was 
Miss Schofe. Became acquainted with a number of Hessian 
officers. 

December 25. — Reach Yorktown, and quarter at Snerly's ; 
nobody would take me with my sick soldiers. Capt. Sharpe 
[Fifth Troop] and Lieut. Henry Eeidel [Fourth Troop] 
fought a duel. 

In 1783 Dr. Morris became a member of the Society of 
the Cincinnati, and received from "Washington the following 
certificate : 

" This certifies that John Morris Surgeon in the First 
Partizan Legion, being in virtue of his services in the 
American Army, Intitled to become a member of the Cin- 
cinnati and having signed the Institution and complied with 
the Regulation therein specified, is accordingly admitted a 
Member and is Intitled to all the Rights and Privileges of 
the said Society of the Cincinnati. 

" Given under my hand and seal at Philadelphia this 
day of December 1783 

" G. "Washington." 

" "When the war ceased," continues the journal, " and 
peace was restored, my surgical services were no longer 
required, and I settled in York as a practising physician. 
My practice was extensive and by God's blessing successful, 
but in my later years, owing to nervous prostration, I could 
not serve those kind friends who had entrusted their lives 
and health to my professional skill, and made this announce- 
ment through the public paper, against which there were 
many strong protests." 

In June of 1784, Dr. Morris was married to Barbara 
Myers, of York. He died in 1808. 



